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Some fifteen years ago, the Ontario government 
recognized the need for francophones in the 
province to have access to government services 
in their own language. Since that time the 
development of French-language Peeve aauiae 
progressed steadily from year to year. Today, 
nearly 85 per cent of Ontario's francophone 


population has access to these services. 


Although the basic principles of the 
government's policy have remained unchanged 
since 1968, numerous steps have been taken 

to implement the government's French-language 
services policy. Ministries and public 
institutions developed services in French 
according to their degree of contact with the 


province's francophone population. 


The following is a summary of the chronological 
development of the Government of Ontario's 


French-language services. 


1968 


During a federal/provincial conference, 
Premier John Robarts announced the 
general principles behind the 
government's French-language policy. 


The government established four task 
forces with a mandate to examine existing 
French-language services and make 
recommendations for the further 
development of these services. As part 
of their mandate, the task forces were to 
study cost factors and the type of 
services to be developed. 


The following four areas were studied: 


. the provincial civil service 
. the services of the Legislature 
. the administration of justice 


. municipal services. 


Language courses were established to help 
civil’servants learn French. 


Amendments were made to the Schools 
Administration Act and to the Secondary 
Schools and Boards of Education Act to 
enable the establishment of French- 
language elementary and secondary classes 
or schools within the existing school 
systems. These amendments also provided 
for the establishment of French-language 
advisory committees. 


1969 


1970 


The first French-language public 


secondary school was set up. 


The Ontario/Quebec Permanent Commission 
was formed to promote various cultural 


exchanges between the two provinces. 


Following the recommendations of the 
Commission of Enquiry on the State of the 
Arts in Ontario (the Denis Report), a 
French-language section of the Ontario 


Arts Council was created. 


A French-language section was also 
created at TV Ontario, which began 
broadcasting some of its programs in 


French. 


A bilingualism co-ordinator was 
appointed, with a mandate to promote the 
development of government French-language 


services (see 1977). 


A committee of advisors on bilingualism 
was formed, with representation from 
civil servants from each ministry as well 


as from some government agencies. 
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1972 


Premier William Davis reiterated the 
Government of Ontario's commitment to 
develop French-language services, based 
on the recommendations of the 1968 


task force reports. 


The Symons Commission published its 
report on French-language secondary 


school education. 


The Council of French-Language Schools, 
later renamed the Council for Franco- 
Ontarian Education, was created with a 
mandate to ensure the long-term planning 
for and development of French-language 


education in Ontario (see 1978). 


Management Board adopted a broad program 
for implementing French-language services 
policy, as recommended by the 

bilingualism co-ordinator. This included 


identifying the first "designated" areas. 


1973 


1974 


The Languages of Instruction Commission 
was created to help resolve disputes 
between school boards and parents over 
the provision of minority-language 
education programs in English or French, 


as the case may be. 


The structure of French-language advisory 
committees was modified to include 
regional representation, and the number 
of committee members was increased from 


SUxUtoun ines 


The Government of Ontario received 
transfer payments from the federal 
government, which were allocated to 
universities providing French-language 


programs. 


The government established the Advisory 
Council on Franco-Ontarian Affairs, which 
later became the Council on Franco- 


Ontarian Affairs (see 1977). 


1975 


1976 


The Ministry of Health set up a task 
force to study the provision of 


French-language health services. 


A task force was also created to study 
the educational television needs of 


Franco-Ontarians. 


A special grants program was established 
to encourage Ontario students to pursue 


post-secondary studies in French. 


A bilingual criminal division of the 
provincial court was set up in Sudbury. 
This was the first step in the 
development of bilingual court services 


TnumOnGanhor 


The Dubois Report, No Problem?, outlining 
the availability of French-language 
health services, was published. The 
report's recommendations served as a 
basis for the development of French- 


language health services. 


The Municipal Elections Act was amended 
to provide for the publication of 
relevant municipal and provincial 
election documents in both English and 


French. 


1977 


- The Office of the Government Co-ordinator 
of French-Language Services was 
established to co-ordinate the 
development and implementation of the 
government's French-language services 
policy. At the same time, the 
bilingualism co-ordinator was appointed 
government co-ordinator of French- 
language services. 


- For the first time, criminal trials could 
be held in either English or French (or 
both) in the criminal division of the 
provincial courts in: Ottawa, L'Orignal, 
Kapuskasing, Hearst, Smooth Rock Falls, 
Cochrane and Hornepayne. 


- An advisory committee, made up of legal 
experts from Ontario and Quebec, was 
formed to advise the Government of 
Ontario on the appropriate use of French 
in the provincial courts. 


- The Family Division of the provincial 
court began providing judicial services 
in French in the judicial districts of 
Sudbury and Ottawa. 


-. ‘Tive Advisory Council on Franco-Ontarian 
Affairs changed its name to the Council 
on Franco-Ontarian Affairs. The 
Council's mandate was also modified to 
include advising the government on all 
matters, with the exception of education. 


The position of assistant deputy minister 
responsible for French-language education 


was created in the Ministry of Education. 


The Ministry of Education increased its 
grants to school boards for French- 
language education from $54 per student 


to $150 per. student. 


A financial assistance program was 
established to help municipalities 


develop French-language services. 


In accordance with government policy, the 
Ministry of Government Services placed 
bilingual signs in government buildings 


located in designated areas. 


The Ministry of Community and Social 
Services hired a full-time 


French-language services co-ordinator. 


1978 


Legislation was passed to provide for 


bilingual juries. 


The government began a five-year program 
to translate 150 statutes. In order to 
accomplish this, the Attorney General 
established a judicial translation bureau 
and allocated $1.9 million for this 


project. 


A French-language Education Sciences 
school was opened at Sudbury's Laurentian 


University. 


The Council on French-Language Schools 
changed its name to the Council for 


French-Language Education. 


The Ministry of Citizenship and Culture 
and the Ministry of Health hired 
full-time French-language services 


co-ordinators. 


1979 


The Minister of Education declared that 
school boards would have to provide 
French-language classes, entities or 


schools "wherever numbers warranted". 


An amendment to the Evidence Act allowed 
the French version of statutes to be 


entered as evidence during trials. 


The Government of Ontario put into 
practice a federal amendment to the 
Criminal Code giving every francophone in 
the province the right to a criminal 


trial in French. 


An amendment to the Municipal Act allowed 


municipalities to use bilingual forms. 


The Ministry of the Environment and the 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
appointed full-time French-language 


services co-ordinators. 


1980 


Bilingual court services in the Family 
Division of the court system were 


introduced in all designated areas. 


The Office of the Government Co-ordinator 
of French-Language Services established a 
support fund to promote the development 
of community-based French-language 
services. The Office also inaugurated a 
new service, Renseignements-Ontario, to 
provide information in French on all 


Ontario government services. 


The Ministry of Industry and Trade and 
the Ministry of Consumer and Commercial 
Relations hired full-time French-language 


services co-ordinators. 


1981 


- The Ministry of Education established the 
Centre Jules-Léger for francophone 


students with learning disabilities. 


- The Alfred College of Agriculture and 


Nutrition was opened. 


- A task force was set up to study 
francophones' needs relating to public 


libraries. 


- A bilingual toll-free telephone service 
was set up to provide general tourist 


information. 


- The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing and the Ministry of Labour and 
the Workers' Compensation Board hired 
full-time French-language services 


co-ordinators. 


1982 


The government published a review of its 
French-language services. The study 
identified the main obstacles to 
effective implementation of a full range 
of services and made recommendations to 
correct the problems in delivering these 


services. 


The use of French was implemented in all 
of the higher civil courts in designated 
areas, and an amendment to the Judicature 
Act allowed other courts to be chosen, 
outside the designated areas, for 


bilingual trials. 


Amendments to the Registry Act and the 
Land Titles Act allowed certain forms and 
documents (wills, land titles, etc.) to 


be registered in French. 


The ministries of Health, Community and 
Social Services, and Transportation and 
Communications established French- 


language advisory committees. 


Ontario Houses were established in Paris 


and Brussels. 


An amendment to the Municipal Act allowed 
Municipalities to hold meetings in either 
English or French and to adopt by-laws in 


both languages. 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Communications hired full-time French- 


language services co-ordinators. 


Ontario became a full-fledged member of 


the Association internationale des 


parlementaires de langue francaise. 


1983 


The position of deputy government 
co-ordinator of French-language services 


was created. 


A Bill to make French an official 
language of Ontario's courts was 


introduced and passed second reading. 


Following the publication of a report on 
the administration of French-language 
elementary and secondary schools, the 
Minister of Education introduced a Bill 
recognizing the right of every 
francophone student to an elementary and 
secondary school education in French, 
thus eliminating the "where numbers 
warrant" clause. The Bill also gave the 
Minister of Education the authority to 
arbitrate between school boards and the 


Languages of Instruction Commission. 


The Minister of Citizenship and Culture 
announced that an amendment to the Public 
Libraries Act would be introduced to 
expand and ensure French-language 
services in the province's public 


libraries. 
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